Amendment under 37 CF.R. § 1.111 Atty. Docket No. Q77814 

U.S. Appln. No. 10/678,175 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-1 1 are all the claims pending in the application. 

Applicants have added new claims 12-14. These claims are supported throughout the 
specification and drawings, at least for example at page 7 and in the original claims. Applicants 
respectfully submit that no new matter has been added. 

Claim Rejections 

Claims 1-4 and 7-1 1 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly being 
unpatentable over U.S. Pat. No, 6,170,028 to Wallach et al ("Wallach") in view of U.S. Pat. No, 
6,148,347 to Finch et al ("Finch"), and further in view of Applicant's allegedly Admitted Prior 
Art (the "APA"). Applicants traverse this rejection. 

Addressing claim 1, the combination of Wallach, Finch and the APA does not disclose or 
suggest at least a communication interface comprising a power controller and a power switch, as 
set forth in the claim. As conceded by the Examiner, Wallach does not teach a power controller 
located within the communication interfaces (Office Action, page 2). 

Further, since Wallach teaches that the configuration manager suspends power to the slot 
(column 12, lines 24-25), Wallach also does not disclose or suggest communication interfaces 
comprising a power switch for switching an electrical on/off state as set forth in the claim. In 
other words, as disclosed by Wallach, power is turned off to the slot to which the communication 
interface is connected. In contrast, as claimed by Applicants, power is still provided to the slot to 
which the communication interface is connected, but power to the interface circuitry is disabled 
by a power controller and power switch on the communication interface. 
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Finch is directed to a memory controller for a PCMCIA memory card having a power 
control circuit which is capable of supplying a programming voltage VPP of 0, 5 for 12 V and a 
supply voltage VCC of 0 or 5 V to a PCMCIA memory card (column 6 lines 15-24). The power 
control circuit disclosed by Finch is not contained within the memory card. Therefore, Finch 
does not disclose or suggest a communication interface comprising a power controller and a 
power switch. Even if one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made had 
been motivated to combine Wallach and Finch, the combination would still not result in the 
features claimed by Applicants. 

As regards the APA, only means for turning interface power off by selectively switching 
wireless and wire communication interfaces for non-use is disclosed (Specification, page 2, lines 
3-8). The APA does not disclose or suggest a communication interface comprising a power 
controller and a power switch, and therefore does not cure the deficiencies of the Wallach-Finch 
combination. 

Since the combination of Wallach, Finch and the APA does not disclose or suggest at 
least a communication interface comprising a power controller and a power switch, claim 1 is 
patentable over the combined references. Claims 2-10, which depend from claim \, are 
patentable at least by virtue of their dependence. Claim 1 1 contains features similar to the 
features recited in claim 1 and is therefore patentable for similar reasons. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Applicants thank the Examiner for the indication that claims 5 and 6 contain allowable 
subject matter and would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including the limitations 
of the base claims and any intermediate claims. Applicants respectfully submit that since claim 1 
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is patentable as established above, claims 5 and 6 which depend from claim 1 are patentable at 
least by virtue of their dependence. 

New Claims 

Applicants have added new claims 12-14. Claims 12 and 13 depend from independent 
claim 1 1 and are patentable at least by virtue of their dependence. As regards new claim 13, the 
prior art of record does not disclose or suggest at least that the a plurality of communication 
interfaces comprise a power controller and a power switch as recited in the claim. Thus claim 
13 is patentable for at least this reason. 

Conclusion 

In view of the above, reconsideration and allowance of this application are now believed 
to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. If any points remain in issue which the 
Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is 
kindly requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 
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The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. 

Respectfully submitted, 



SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

23373 

CUSTOMER NUMBER 



Date: March 22, 2007 




Registration No. 59,153 
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